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it had been reserved, had not paid for it. During this month
he sent a study of a Kanaka girl's head to de Monfreid in
Paris, where he hoped that it would sell at once owing to its
novelty and provide him with a little money to add to the
money from the Tanguy picture. De Monfreid had been
charged to give Juliette a hundred francs from the proceeds
of the sale of a camera that he had sold for Gauguin. Now,
however, in his search for money, Gauguin decided to give
the girl only thirty francs, unless the larger sum had been
promised. "I have received a letter from her/' he wrote to
his friend, "the poor girl is not happy. But I can do nothing
for her------"
When his first year was completed, Gauguin made the forty-
five kilometre journey into Papeete to lay his demand for free
repatriation before the Governor. He had reached his last
forty-five francs. To his friend Daniel he admitted that others
might think it imprudent of him to wait until the last moment
before making his decision, "but that is like me . * . and,
besides, every month I expect a few sous from France/'
Luck was for once on Gauguin's side. As he was about
to go into the Government building, he met a man who
owned a schooner and whom he had known two months
previously. This man visited all the islands of the Archipelago,
trading, and was known as something of a freebooter. To his
query as to what Gauguin could be doing, Gauguin replied
that he was about to beg his return fare from the Governor
for he was completely broke. Without a moment's hesitation
the master of the schooner gave him 400 francs, saying that
he could give him a painting in return, promising, at the same
time, to try to persuade his somewhat truculent wife to sit
for her portrait and that if she agreed he would give Gauguin
a futher 1,300 francs.
His position was thus suddenly for a time assured. He
could now return to Matai^a to work and to wait for money
to arrive from Charles Morice or from some other source.
The public conveyance that should have taken him back on
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